OFFICE OF THE DEPUTY SECRETARY OF DEFENSE 

jj February _ 

MEMO FOR_LTC Cade. Executive Assistant to ASD(l) 


,Mr. Ellsworth opposes a Minuteman Launch on warning 
demonstration at this time. Please ensure that 
his view Is conveyed to the appropriate decision 
level. 


* G. M. CARTER 
CAPTAIN, USN 
HILITARY ASSISTANT 


cc: Mr. Jordan, Acting ASO/ISA 
Dr. Wade, SALT Task Force 
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uu earning Demonstration (U) - 

information memorandum 


operation^ r rJ! rC ! has contracted for the development of an 
tion. The demonft* 01 *? Minutema n Launch on warning demonstra- 
traiAina LS ? trat i° n , Would a Minuteman op erational 
deteefc?L^S nch J r ? m Vandenberg in response to 

be demonstration°n^ et ®f ssile launch. Test objec^^^^^SB^^ 
the nominal 25 minV Minuteman launch reaction time less than 
the S?s nUte fllght tirae of a Soviet ICBM attacking 

„ * OSD 3.3(b)( l ) 

in the cilcnSS°S^f ati0 L W0Uld add credibility to the statements 
that we hawPa p osture Statement last year and this year stating 
strated c™K?,-f UnCh wa rning capability. Such a demon- 
abilitv could mitigate arguments on the low surviv- 

th^ow weifht »n^ eman ln the face of increasing Soviet ICBM 
revive emr!*?™*? accuracy. On the negative side, it could 
on Warning !" 031 res P° nses in Congress to discussion of “Launch 

You mav m ™ffK d 4 -^ S ji apE>arently guiding the demonstration planning. 
'h i mT Y discuss timing and/or SALT implications with 




Clas3tYrg^«» c a a. J J)J r s-saoo^iau^g -gi 
Zxeropt froa 

PccIa^i^ ^tftrrir,uot, be data! ~ 


Wallace D. Henderson 
Director, Indications 
and Warning 
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